Some Important Points Concerning Regeneration*
1.
It is expressed as being born or begotten again (John 3:3, 7; 1 Peter
1:3, 23).
2.
It is called being born from above (the phrase “born again” in John 3:3
and 7 may be rendered “born from above”; see the marginal rendering in many
Bibles).
3.
Those who are regenerated or born again the Bible calls newborn babes
(1 Peter 2:2).
4.
Regeneration is expressed as being quickened (made alive) (Ephesians
2:1, 5; Colossians 2:13).
5.
Regeneration is signified by Christ being formed in the heart (Galatians
2:20; 4:6, 19; Colossians 3:10).
6.
Regeneration is said to be a partaking of the divine nature (not of the
essential nature of God, but a resemblance to the divine nature in spirituality,
holiness, goodness, kindness, etc.) (2 Peter 1:4).
7.
Depraved, unregenerate man cannot regenerate himself (Romans 8:5–
9; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2:1, 5; Colossians 2:13).
8.
Man cannot regenerate himself because regeneration is a creation and,
therefore, not in the power of men to do it (2 Corinthians 5:17; Colossians
1:16).
9.

Regeneration is expressly denied to be of men (John 1:12–13).

10.
The efficient cause of regeneration is God only (John 1:12–13; 1 John
3:1–2, 9; 5:1)
God the Father (John 6:44, 65; James 1:17–18; 1 Peter 1:3)
God the Son (Galatians 4:6–7; 1 John 2:28–29)
God the Holy Spirit (John 3:5–6; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Titus 3:5).
11.
The impulsive, or moving cause, of regeneration is the free grace, love,
and mercy of God (Ephesians 2:4–5; James 1:17–18; 1 Peter 1:3).
12.
The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the virtual or procuring cause
of regeneration (1 Peter 1:3).
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13.
The instrumental cause of regeneration is the Word of God (Romans
10:13–21; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23–25).
14.
Regenerate ones have the grace of life given them; they live a new life,
and walk in newness of life; where before their understanding was darkened,
they now are enlightened by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of divine things (Romans 6:4; Ephesians 4:24; 5:8; Colossians
3:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:4–5; 1 Peter 2:9; 3:7).
15.
Knowledge and actual enjoyment of the several blessings of grace follow
upon regeneration (Ephesians 3:16–19).
16.
Regenerate ones are made fit and capable for the performance of good
works (Ephesians 2:10; 2 Timothy 2:21; Philippians 2:13; 4:13).
17.
Regenerate
(John 3:3, 5).
18.
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Humans are passive in regeneration (John 1:13; Romans 9:16).

19.
Regeneration is of the will of God and cannot be resisted (John 6:37;
Romans 8:29–30; 2 Timothy 1:9).
20.
Regeneration is an act that is instantaneously done—there is never a
middle state between life and death; regeneration is perfect—one can be partly
regenerate no more than one can be partly dead and partly alive; yet
regeneration always results in spiritual warfare between the old and new man
with the new man winning in the end (Romans 6–8; 1 John 5:4).
21.
The grace of regeneration can never be lost; one who is born in a
spiritual sense can never be unborn (John 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39;
Philippians 1:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:3).
*Adapted from John Gill, A Complete Body of Doctrinal and Practical Divinity
(1809; reprint, Paris, Ark.: The Baptist Standard Bearer, 1995), 528–538.
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